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Clections of the People's Chambir in the Soviet Zone
on 15 Oc'sber 1957,

Tven though the Sovict Zone electrate will be pre-ented with only a singi
ticket at the elections for the Puple's Chwmber (V-lkskammer) on 15 Octobet
1950, the politicsl *eadership hes decided that the ‘nternsl and. external
political intervests of their govirment wil., be servec best if the varlous paties
represented on the ticket conduc, separate electionmllics to endorse the uni-
versal ticket. By that means, at leact, the outward apiearance of an election
canpaien will be mrintairade )

On election day the weters will hwe the chimce of voting either "Yes" or "lNo"
on their ballots, i.c.; they can ither accapt the unity iicket or reject it -
in totos they uave ne other chole:.

The bour-€0ls partles are encount:ring cansiderable difficulties in £illing

the »-sitions assiymed them on ti> universal ticket because very few of their
mew-CTS are willim: to accept norimatior. Tho pencral apathy of the bourgeoisie
~oard political, parties is also ipparert by the extreme terdisess in payment
of dues. The resultant lack of ¢ash har in some cases neeessl-.atod the cubting
of regular employces off the payloll or abt least deferring thilr galary payment.

For the moment the secrecy of the elec’ions scems assuréd. WiMem Kocren,
first chainman of the secretarial of tie lational Front, stated b a rccent
meeting that the coming election: woull be "truly democratict, an. that their
"secrecy must be assured at all :ostf. ‘

Propaganda from ‘Jectern Germany concrrning the election should comncwe in

ample time| bitt not too soon. It should encourage tw elec~
torate to vote "HoW, But to be oxtruely careful thab the cross on the vallot
does not extend beyond the ciréle provided for the purpocc. Ag in the lwst
election, any additionsl mark on %}: ballot will probably be evaluated ctitrary
to the intention of the voter., Arartificial inflation.of the "Yes" votc:,-
through carelessness, should be erolded. Absenteeism should be strongly Vig-
couraged be@ause, ‘on the one hand, it could have unpleasant consequences isr the
non—votez‘, and, on the other han!, under the prevailing system, it implies .
tacit approval of the proposed “icket.
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The DDR govermsent has also taken steps to insure that the new congress will
be homogoneous. It has been decreed that after 15 October there v;w.»i‘l’. be no
more majority wotes in the Soviet Zone parliaments; all decisions @il be made
unanimously. Any possible disagreements will be ironed out in comagiiee mect-
ings beforehand. ’

Selection of candidates for the election | | 25X1

National Front Organization and Activities.

The Wational Front is organizationally divided into six-state commitiees,
(including the City of Berlin), 160 Kreis commitiees, and 1400 local committees,
At the head of the organization is a I ational Council, consisting of 89

m embers (1).  Superseding the council in authority is & seven-man secretariat.
In all echelons, the seats arc distributed among the recognized political
parties and the so~-caolled mass organizations according to a prearranzed key,
but the leadership and decisive membershlp is, in each case, exclusively in

the hands of the SCD. B

The IDP has been allctted eight seats in the Hational Council (2); they are
occupied by:

Dr. Karl lamarn, Berlin, President of the LDF in the Soviet Zore,

Frau Dr. “Flhelmine Schirmer-Prlscher, Berlin, also a functionary in the
DB (Cerman Tomén's Ieague, and $ID front organization) and a
nember of the feople's Congress (Soviet Zome Legislature)s

raw Nodel, Potsdanm

Richter, Schwerin

Frau Dr. Druch, Dresden

Koncack, city councilor and hcad of the economic office of the City of
Drecden.

Dr, llans Loch, Lrfurt, Uinister of Finance of the DDR.

Kamps, Halle, member of the cabinet in Saxony-Anhalt.

Until recently Professor Dr. lHermanm Kastner, one-~time holder of various
minister portfolios in Saxony, was chaimman of the council. Then he was
eliminated from the political field in the Fast Zone, Dr. Hamsmm took his
place and was in turn succeeded in his former position by Guenter Sterpel,
former general secretary of the scerctariat of the National Fronb. A few
days after assunption of his new office, Stempel was arrested (3).

The state Secretariats of the Hationsl I'eont are no longer run by three
co-equal members. It was found that the arranpement encouraged mubual
shirking of rcsponsibility and pasiing the buck", In the futurc, one
chairman will be appointed as chief. He is to carry all responsibility and
be selected accordiag to his ability rather than his party membership.

The training school at Bantikow, lecklenburg, secems to function well, The
"Professors? lectur: on one subjoct for about twro and a half hours.
Thercalter the students are divided into prearranped groups of ten and
continue discussion of the topic under the guidance of a semin ar instructor.
The latter are, of course, cxcelliently trained JUD men. Any one found -
wanting in ability or enthusiasm during these discussion periods is expelled
from the school. The method results in a very high caliber of graduates.

¥

The National Congress

a, The Hotional FPront was 1o conduct its first Notional Conpress starting
25 Aupust 1950, in the Seclenbinder hall in Berlin. The Congress was
%o consist of 3000 delegates, 1270 of which were to come from the Sovist
Zone and 1800 from Testern Germany (4). It was planned to maintain
this body as an "all-German reprcsentatiom” alongside the regular
legislotures. T is to be called into session from time to time %o
rouse the political consciousness of the people and Lo give them a chance
to express their opinions, ’

comrm:‘:y_'m
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b. The Soviet Zerme representotion was based on a special Jdistribution key
according to organizational membershipy and domicile | |
A1Y particc and mess organiszations vrore requested to sond delegateos. The
LOP was especially urged to send industrialists, busineso mon, craltgpeon,
profeosors, and especially ninicters to the congress.

25X1

¢, Of the est German delegates, only 10 percent were to be ackmowlodged members
of the KFD, in order to inpress the population of st Germany with the
fact that the congress is not under Comamist tutelage.

13, Pritz Otho, one of the principal functionaries of the Habional I'ront, roccently
stated that propaganda work in Tiest 2erlin and lestern Cermany would have to
be intensified, Individual canvassing would have to be rexlaced by group re-

25X1 cruiting. The approach will have to be a great deasl betier than that of the
KPD. The "sledpe-hammer" method has failed completely. |

25X1

L,

1}, llans Seipewnsser, doputy chief of the lational Iront, also referred to the
coning: propacaenda campaifm in Jest Germany. Ile spoke principally of the ideo-
lopical work to be done, but let it be knowm that the poiers that be would not
hesibate to order "revolutionary measures" to rcach their geal, if neced be.

16. “Hlhelm Xoemen, chalrmon of the Hobional Front, has published six propagenda
Icaflets in the last for weeks:

a. The Daclround to the American Jar-threat, 37 pages.

b. Mroshima .jarning, 50 pages, many illustrations.

c. 'The Law of Labor, 36 pages.

d. The Dulwark of the Watlon (materisl for speakers), 32 pages.

e. The Powers of Poace are Stronger, 16 peges, illustrated.

f£. Tor the Prohibition of Atomic Weapons, Tén Objections, Ten Answers, L pages,
(colle ction of signatures for i Stockholm Appeall.

(1) An earlier repori |
25X1 [ |fives the numbor of council nembers ab a5,

25x1 {2) According to JIICOG report cited above, the LDP was allotted nine sca’s.

{3) The deseribed chanpe of personnel so closely resembles a personnel chsnge in
the 10D porty organimation, involving the some perscmalitices, offices and func-
tions, that the possibility of a confusion by source between the two camnot be
disregarded.

{h) The report states 3000 tdelegatest and divides them 1200 and 1000, The distri-
bution key, however, accounts for 1570 delegates and 1200 "guests® from the
DOR in addition o 1000 Mlest Gernans?,

{0} The Deutsche Notenbank is the inctitution rosponsible for the issuance of DR

currency.
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